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5.1+ BILLION

TRAVEL 
& LEISURE

TOURISM  
& ECONOMY

COVID-19 
CRISIS &  

RECOVERY

MEDIA RESULTS
FISCAL YEAR 2022 TOTAL

MINNESOTA’S 5 UNIQUE REGIONS

ESTIMATED 
AUDIENCE 
REACH

STORY  
PLACEMENTS

DESKSIDE 
MEETINGS

1,150

ALL FOUR SEASONS

7
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THE TOP 10
MINNESOTA IN

• CNBC  
The 10 Most Fun States in America to Visit this Summer, 
According to a New Report 
#9 Minnesota 

• WALLETHUB 
2022 Best & Worst States for Summer Road Trips 
#2 Minnesota 

• FISHINGBOOKER 
8 Best Fourth of July Fishing Destinations for 2022 
#5 Brainerd Lakes Area 

• OUTSIDE 
The 6 Best Places in the World to See the Northern Lights 
#1 Voyageurs National Park 

• TRAVEL + LEISURE 
This National Park is One of the Best Places in the U.S. to 
See the Northern Lights 
Voyageurs National Park 

• FOX NEWS 
The Coolest Winter Ice Castles and Sculptures in America 
New Brighton 

• BUCKET LIST 
10 Notable Ski Resorts in the U.S. 
Lutsen 

• READY MADE TRAVEL PLANS 
12 Best Family Summer Vacation Places in the U.S. 
#10 Silver Bay 

• FISHINGBOOKER 
The 8 Best U.S. Ice Fishing Destinations for 2022 
Brainerd 

• FORBES 
Visit These Bucket List Rooftops Around the World 
Hewing Hotel 

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/06/18/the-10-most-fun-states-in-america-to-visit-this-summer-according-to-a-new-report.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/06/18/the-10-most-fun-states-in-america-to-visit-this-summer-according-to-a-new-report.html
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-worst-states-for-summer-road-trips/4648
https://fishingbooker.com/blog/best-fourth-of-july-fishing-destinations/
https://www.outsideonline.com/adventure-travel/destinations/best-places-northern-lights/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/voyaguers-national-park-minnesota-northern-lights
https://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/voyaguers-national-park-minnesota-northern-lights
https://www.foxnews.com/travel/coolest-winter-ice-castles-sculptures
https://www.bucketlistpublications.com/2022/02/03/10-notable-ski-resorts-in-the-us/
https://readymadetravelplans.com/summer-vacation-best-places-in-the-u-s/
https://fishingbooker.com/blog/ice-fishing-destinations/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeanneobriencoffey/2022/01/28/visit-these-bucketlist-rooftops-around-the-world/?sh=417f185226a4
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Note: Media coverage is a result of many initiatives including: Explore Minnesota and PR agency media outreach, tourism and hospitality industry surveys, 
virtual media desk side meetings, travel marketing and  promotion activity, seasonal pushes, several inbound media requests and more.
*Estimated audience reach totals may include some of the same people seeing multiple stories.

ECONOMIC IMPACT

BUCKET-LIST TRIPS

MINNESOTA 
LAKES

HOSPITALITY 
INDUSTRY

TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS

RESULTS INCLUDE A VARIETY OF MINNESOTA LEISURE TRAVEL TOPICS 
AND TOURISM BUSINESS COVERAGE

TOURISM TRENDS
'BEST OF' LISTS
ADVENTURE
TOURISM RECOVERY
STATE AND NATIONAL PARKS SPORTS

FAMILY TRAVEL

FALL 
COLORS

WILDFLOWERS
SUPPORT LOCAL

WINTER ACTIVITIES

SUMMER GETAWAYS
SUPPORT LOCAL

ADVENTURE

COVID-19 PANDEMIC IMPACT
SPORTSTOURISM SURVEY

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES
SPOOKY SITESGOVERNOR'S FISHING OPENER

FESTIVALS & EVENTSBIKINGROAD TRIPS
T O U R I S M  T R E N D S

HERITAGE

SCENIC FALL DRIVES
CAMPING

OUTDOOR RECREATION
BORDER REOPENING
UNIQUE LODGING
MUSEUMS W I N T E R  A C T I V I T I E S
FALL COLORS

HIKING TRAILS
MARKETING

DARK SKIES
FOOD & BEVERAGE

DARK 
SKIES
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MINNEAPOLIS

BOUNDARY WATERS MINNEAPOLIS

JEFFERS PETROGLYPHS

BEMIDJI

PAUL BUNYAN TRAIL

https://www.harpersbazaar.com/culture/a38304621/a-sublime-road-trip-through-the-heart-of-the-midwest/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/paddling-minnesota-ancient-superhighway-border-route
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/31/travel/affordable-vacation-alternatives.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/destinations/2021/08/04/vacation-travel-where-can-you-go-when-tourist-spots-crowded/5480194001/?gnt-cfr=1
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/the-15-best-small-towns-to-visit-in-2022-180980129/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/bike-tours/minnesota-rail-trail-biking
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COVERAGE HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED

AFAR
Where to Go in 2022
Northern Minnesota, Iron Range 

BICYCLING 
The Best U.S. Destinations for Learning How to Mountain Bike
Minneapolis

EAT THIS, NOT THAT! 
The Best Food Festival in Every State
Twin Cities Veg Fest in Harriet Island Park

ESQUIRE 
27 Best Christmas Towns to Put on Your Holiday Bucket List
Duluth

FOOD & WINE
11 Distillery Hotels Worth Planning a Trip Around
Cantilever Distillery & Hotel

FORBES
These Halloween Parades Across The U.S. Remain Beloved Traditions
Anoka
Visit These Bucket List Rooftops Around the World
Hewing Hotel, Minneapolis
Where To See Wildflowers Across The United States
Chippewa National Forest, North Shore and Minneapolis 

FOX NEWS
The Best US State Parks to Bookmark for Travel
Itasca State Park and Park Rapids

The Coolest Winter Ice Castles and Sculptures in America
Ice Castles, New Brighton

GOOD MORNING AMERICA
Exploring Minnesota as it Welcomes Back Visitors
Various Minnesota locations 

HARPER’S BAZAAR
A Sublime Road Trip through the Heart of the Midwest
Minneapolis

MATADOR NETWORK
10 Massive Roadside Food Statues Around the World
World’s Largest Prairie Chicken, Rothsay 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
25 Amazing Journeys for 2022
Northern Minnesota  
Paddling Minnesota’s Ancient Superhighway
Voyageurs National Park, Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness  
and Lake Superior

THE NEW YORK TIMES  
Go Here, Not There: Vacation Alternatives for the Budget-Conscious 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 

OUTSIDE
The 6 Best Places in the World to See the Northern Lights
Voyageurs National Park
These 7 Cities Embrace Winter Like Nowhere Else
Minneapolis

PARADE
See America! 10 Don’t-Miss Destinations for Your Summer Travel  
Bucket List
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness and Voyageurs National Park

READER'S DIGEST
The 15 Best All-Inclusive Resorts for Families
Detroit Lakes 
The Best Christmas Towns in America You Should Visit at Least Once
Stillwater

REAL SIMPLE
How to Cook With Wild Rice—and 6 Recipes to Get You Started 

SHERMANS TRAVEL
The Best National Park in Every State
Voyageurs National Park

SMITHSONIAN
The 15 Best Small Towns to Visit in 2022
Bemidji

THRILLIST
The 32 Best State Parks in America
Tettegouche State Park
These Hotels Have the Best Beer Programs in the Country
Fitger’s Inn, Duluth

TRAVEL DREAMS MAGAZINE
Minnesota in Bloom: Springtime in the Land of 10,000 Lakes
Greater Twin Cities, Franconia and North Shore 

TRAVEL + LEISURE
10 Mountains You've Never Heard Of but Need to Ski This Winter
Lutsen Mountains
This National Park Is One of the Best Places in the U.S. to See the 
Northern Lights
Voyageurs National Park
This State Has the Longest Paved Rail Trail in the Country
Paul Bunyan Trail 

USA TODAY
Take the Road Down the River
Mississippi River
With Tourist Spots Filled to Capacity, Vacationers Seek Out Under-the-
Radar Attractions
Jeffers Petroglyphs

U.S. NEWS
20 Top Places to See Fall Foliage in the U.S.
The Mississippi River Valley

https://www.afar.com/magazine/best-places-to-travel-in-2022
https://www.bicycling.com/rides/a38007997/mountain-biking-for-beginners-best-destinations/
https://www.eatthis.com/best-food-festival-every-state/
https://www.eatthis.com/best-food-festival-every-state/
https://www.foodandwine.com/travel/best-distillery-hotels
https://www.forbes.com/sites/micheleherrmann/2021/10/22/these-halloween-parades-across-the-us-remain-beloved-traditions/?sh=52197c0e2dca
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jeanneobriencoffey/2022/01/28/visit-these-bucketlist-rooftops-around-the-world/?sh=56c6888626a4
https://www.forbes.com/sites/micheleherrmann/2022/03/31/where-to-see-wildflowers-across-the-united-states/?sh=32da032f65a6
https://www.foxnews.com/travel/best-us-state-parks-travel
https://www.foxnews.com/travel/coolest-winter-ice-castles-sculptures
https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/Travel/video/exploring-minnesota-welcomes-back-visitors-80429759
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/culture/a38304621/a-sublime-road-trip-through-the-heart-of-the-midwest/
https://matadornetwork.com/read/roadside-food-statues/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/best-of-the-world-2022
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/paddling-minnesota-ancient-superhighway-border-route
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/31/travel/affordable-vacation-alternatives.html
https://www.outsideonline.com/adventure-travel/destinations/best-places-northern-lights/
https://www.outsideonline.com/adventure-travel/destinations/winter-cities-destinations/
https://parade.com/1235169/melaniehaikencaringcomsenioreditor/travel-bucket-list-2021/
https://www.rd.com/list/all-inclusive-family-resorts/
https://www.rd.com/list/best-christmas-town-in-every-state/
https://www.rd.com/list/best-christmas-town-in-every-state/
https://www.realsimple.com/food-recipes/ingredients-guide/how-to-cook-wild-rice-recipes
https://www.shermanstravel.com/slideshow/the-best-national-park-in-every-state
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/the-15-best-small-towns-to-visit-in-2022-180980129/
https://www.thrillist.com/travel/nation/best-us-state-parks-to-visit-na-pali-coast-state-park
https://www.thrillist.com/drink/nation/best-beer-programs-us-hotels
https://www.thrillist.com/travel/nation/best-us-state-parks-to-visit-na-pali-coast-state-park
mailto:https://traveldreamsmagazine.com/minnesota-in-bloom-springtime-in-the-land-of-10000-lakes/?subject=
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/10-mountains-you-ve-never-heard-of-but-need-to-ski-this-winter/ar-AARl0d3?li=BBnbklE
https://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/voyaguers-national-park-minnesota-northern-lights
https://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/voyaguers-national-park-minnesota-northern-lights
https://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/bike-tours/minnesota-rail-trail-biking
https://issuu.com/studiogannett/docs/go_escape_midwest_2021
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/destinations/2021/08/04/vacation-travel-where-can-you-go-when-tourist-spots-crowded/5480194001/?gnt-cfr=1
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/destinations/2021/08/04/vacation-travel-where-can-you-go-when-tourist-spots-crowded/5480194001/?gnt-cfr=1
https://travel.usnews.com/gallery/20-top-places-to-see-fall-foliage-in-the-us
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HAYES LAKE STATE PARK, ROSEAU 

MESABI IRON RANGE 

NISSWA ANOKA

PIPESTONE NATIONAL MONUMENT ITASCA STATE PARK

https://www.twincities.com/2021/08/12/mn-state-parks-sampler-hayes-lake-state-park-offers-quiet-recreation-near-northern-border/
https://amp.kstp.com/articles/bucket-list-travel-destinations-minnesota-6347921.html
https://www.midwestliving.com/travel/around-region/best-midwest-golf-courses/
https://napervillemagazine.com/ghost-towns/
https://wjon.com/minnesota-has-two-national-native-american-monuments/
https://mspmag.com/kids-and-family/10-active-adventures-mn/
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COVERAGE HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED

BRING ME THE NEWS
Ways to Mark Earth Day in Minnesota
Explore Minnesota Green Travel Tips

KSTP-TV 
Bucket List Travel Destinations in Minnesota
Lake of the Woods & NW Angle, Mesabi Iron Range, Cuyuna Lakes, Great 
River Road, and Northern Tallgrass Prairie National Wildlife Refuge 

LACROSSE LOCAL 
Arts, Festival, Mid West Music Fest, Minnesota, Music,  
Performance, Road Trips, Sculpture
Winona, Great River Road and Twin Cities 

MIDWEST LIVING 
15 of the Best Outdoor Winter Activities and Festivals Around  
the Midwest
Duluth and Wayzata
The Best Midwest Golf Courses to Play This Season
Biwabik and Brainerd Lakes Area

MINNESOTA MONTHLY
Holiday Markets 2021: Seasonal Shopping Around Minnesota
Various Minnesota locations 

MPLS.ST.PAUL MAGAZINE 
10 Active Minnesota Adventures
Various Minnesota locations 

NAPERVILLE MAGAZINE 
Ghost Towns
Anoka

ST. LOUIS POST DISPATCH 
Taking the Kids: Slope-Side Lodging for Families, Pooches, Too!
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 

STAR TRIBUNE 
Fall From Great Heights
North Shore, Mille Lacs, Willmar Lakes Area, Pequot Lakes, Hinckley, Red 
Wing and Winona 

TWIN CITIES PIONEER PRESS 
MN State Parks Sampler: Hayes Lake State Park Offers Quiet Recreation 
Near Northern Border
Roseau

WJON
Explore St. Patty’s Day in Minnesota
St. Patrick’s Day Parades
Minnesota has Two National Native American Monuments
Grand Portage National Monument and Pipestone National Monument 
More than Just the Games to Explore at the WBB Final Four
Minneapolis and Bloomington 

https://bringmethenews.com/minnesota-living/ways-to-mark-earth-day-in-minnesota
https://amp.kstp.com/articles/bucket-list-travel-destinations-minnesota-6347921.html
https://lacrosselocal.com/e-263-alyssa-hayes-explore-minnesota/
https://lacrosselocal.com/e-263-alyssa-hayes-explore-minnesota/
https://www.midwestliving.com/travel/around-region/best-outdoor-winter-activities-midwest/
https://www.midwestliving.com/travel/around-region/best-outdoor-winter-activities-midwest/
https://www.midwestliving.com/travel/around-region/best-midwest-golf-courses/
https://www.minnesotamonthly.com/lifestyle/style-shopping/holiday-markets-2021-seasonal-shopping-around-minnesota/
https://mspmag.com/kids-and-family/10-active-adventures-mn/
https://napervillemagazine.com/ghost-towns/
https://www.stltoday.com/travel/taking-the-kids-slope-side-lodging-for-families-pooches-too/article_e2711168-8c84-55d8-a056-70ea2b7d5309.html
https://www.startribune.com/midwest-fall-colors-14-towers-high-overlooks-for-eye-popping-autumn-views-in-minnesota-and-beyond/600094729/
https://www.twincities.com/2021/08/12/mn-state-parks-sampler-hayes-lake-state-park-offers-quiet-recreation-near-northern-border/
https://www.twincities.com/2021/08/12/mn-state-parks-sampler-hayes-lake-state-park-offers-quiet-recreation-near-northern-border/
https://wjon.com/explore-st-pattys-day-in-minnesota/
https://wjon.com/minnesota-has-two-national-native-american-monuments/
https://wjon.com/more-than-just-the-games-to-explore-at-the-wbb-final-four/
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GOVERNOR’S FISHING OPENER

CANADIAN TRAVELERS DAY

NATIONAL TRAVEL & TOURISM WEEK

FIRST PITCH AT THE SAINT GAMEEXPLORE MINNESOTA TOURISM CONFERENCE
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AXIOS
Minnesota Tries to Court Canadian Tourist with New Marketing Blitz 

CBC
U.S. Border Businesses Optimistic as Some Restrictions Ease 

EL MINNESOTA DE HOY
State Tourism Aims To Have Minnesota Among The Top 10 Tourist  
Destinations In The Nation 

ETURBO NEWS
Minnesota Wants to be Your Destination for National Vacation Day 

FORBES
When the Delta Variant Started to Peak in Minnesota, Here’s What 
Visitors Did 

INFORUM
Minnesota Tourism Rebounds After Lockdown but Remains Wary of 
COVID-19 Delta Variant’s Impact 

KARE-TV
Minnesota Business Owners in the Tourism and Hospitality Industry 
Prepare to Bounce Back the Summer 

New Minnesota Tourism Director Announces Plan to Rebuild Industry 
after Losing $12 billion During Pandemic 

Survey: MN Hospitality Industry Gets Summer Bump, but Not for All 

KMSP-TV
Sen. Klobuchar Celebrates Reopening the U.S.-Canada Border  
for Tourism

Minnesota Events and Tourism Come Roaring Back this Summer 

KSTP-TV
Minnesotans Ready to Travel as Summer Approaches

With Travel Demand High, Explore Minnesota Markets ‘Dream State’ to 
Lure Visitors 

STAR TRIBUNE
Minnesota Welcomes Canadians as U.S. Border Crossings Reopen 

TORONTO STAR
Minnesota Craves Canadian Visitors 

TPT ALMANAC
Challenges Facing Tourism in Minnesota 

TRAVEL AND TOUR WORLD
Now, Lauren Bennett McGinty has to Repair Minnesota Tourism 

TWIN CITIES BUSINESS
Minnesota Tourism Industry Grapples with Continues Volatility 

WCCO-TV
‘The Best News:’ U.S. Opens Land Border to Canada, Welcomes  
International Visitors from Several Countries

Minnesota Events And Tourism Come Roaring Back This Summer

Minnesota Plans Comeback from Tourism Losses Caused By COVID

Minnesota’s Social Calendar To Heat Up This Summer 

MINNESOTA TOURISM HIGHLIGHTS  CONTINUED

9M
NTTW22 
ESTIMATED 
AUDIENCE 
REACH

40NTTW22  
MEDIA 
PLACEMENTS

National Travel and Tourism Week (NTTW), 
May 1-7 kicked off the summer tourism 
season with a unique MN festivals + events 
themed press conference at MOA and 
additional media interview

MENTIONS BY  
MEDIA TYPE

Twitter Online 
News

Facebook TV Radio

GFO ESTIMATED  
AUDIENCE REACH 

Twitter Online 
News

Facebook TV Radio

367
Mentions

86M+
Audience

2022 MINNESOTA GOVERNOR’S FISHING OPENER (GFO) 2022 NATIONAL TRAVEL AND TOURISM WEEK

https://www.axios.com/local/twin-cities/2021/11/08/minnesota-canada-marketing-push-tourism
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/pigeon-river-border-opening-1.6268320
https://www.elminnesotadehoy.com/turismo-estatal-apunta-a-tener-a-minnesota-entre-los-10-primeros-destinos-turisticos/
https://www.elminnesotadehoy.com/turismo-estatal-apunta-a-tener-a-minnesota-entre-los-10-primeros-destinos-turisticos/
https://eturbonews.com/3015352/minnesota-wants-to-be-your-destination-for-national-vacation-day/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/christopherelliott/2021/10/30/when-the-delta-variant-started-to-peak-in-minnesota-heres-what-visitors-did/?sh=29c6907ac1a4
https://www.forbes.com/sites/christopherelliott/2021/10/30/when-the-delta-variant-started-to-peak-in-minnesota-heres-what-visitors-did/?sh=29c6907ac1a4
https://www.inforum.com/business/minnesota-tourism-rebounds-after-lockdown-but-remain-wary-of-covid-19-delta-variants-impact
https://www.inforum.com/business/minnesota-tourism-rebounds-after-lockdown-but-remain-wary-of-covid-19-delta-variants-impact
https://www.kare11.com/article/money/business/business-owners-in-the-tourism-and-hospitality-industry-prepare-to-bounce-back-this-summer/89-442a32fe-96eb-4808-b545-8ab2fafeb8c3
https://www.kare11.com/article/money/business/business-owners-in-the-tourism-and-hospitality-industry-prepare-to-bounce-back-this-summer/89-442a32fe-96eb-4808-b545-8ab2fafeb8c3
https://www.kare11.com/article/news/local/new-minnesota-tourism-director-mcginty-announces-plan-to-rebuild-industry-after-losing-12-billion-during-pandemic/89-1da405a4-a817-44f0-af1c-b5a92a4a7b46
https://www.kare11.com/article/news/local/new-minnesota-tourism-director-mcginty-announces-plan-to-rebuild-industry-after-losing-12-billion-during-pandemic/89-1da405a4-a817-44f0-af1c-b5a92a4a7b46
https://www.kare11.com/article/news/local/breaking-the-news/survey-shows-summer-bump-for-mn-hospitality-industry-but-not-for-all/89-fefade5b-09d7-4fea-ba70-d8ad44ced504
https://www.fox9.com/news/sen-klobuchar-celebrates-reopening-of-u-s-canada-border-for-tourism
https://www.fox9.com/news/sen-klobuchar-celebrates-reopening-of-u-s-canada-border-for-tourism
https://www.fox9.com/news/list-minnesota-events-and-tourism-come-roaring-back-this-summer
https://kstp.com/kstp-news/top-news/minnesotans-ready-to-travel-as-summer-approaches/
https://kstp.com/kstp-news/local-news/with-travel-demand-high-explore-minnesota-markets-dream-state-to-lure-visitors/
https://kstp.com/kstp-news/local-news/with-travel-demand-high-explore-minnesota-markets-dream-state-to-lure-visitors/
https://www.startribune.com/minnesota-welcomes-canadians-as-u-s-border-crossings-reopen/600114295/#:~:text=Gov.,border%20checkpoints%20in%20Minnesota%202019.
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/11/10/minnesota-craves-canadian-visitors.html
https://www.tpt.org/almanac/video/challenges-facing-minnesota-tourism-39166/
https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/now-lauren-bennett-mcginty-has-to-repair-minnesota-tourism/
https://tcbmag.com/minnesota-tourism-industry-grapples-with-continued-volatility/
https://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2021/11/08/the-best-news-u-s-opens-land-border-to-canada-welcomes-international-visitors-from-several-countries/
https://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2021/11/08/the-best-news-u-s-opens-land-border-to-canada-welcomes-international-visitors-from-several-countries/
https://www.fox9.com/news/list-minnesota-events-and-tourism-come-roaring-back-this-summer
https://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2022/01/25/explore-minnesota-tourism-comebackl/
https://minnesota.cbslocal.com/video/6235070-minnesotas-social-calendar-to-heat-up-this-summer/


Explore Minnesota 
121 7th Place East, Suite 360 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101, USA

exploreminnesota.com/industry


